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The Canadian Wine Awards  
2009 Performance Report

Canada’s top 20 wineries

A record 155 wineries entered the 
Wine Access 2009 Canadian Wine 
Awards and, in turn, submitted 
almost 1,000 individual wines for 

the judges to taste. We have put together a Per-
formance Report that ranks the top-performing 
wineries from the competition — including the 
number one-ranked winery and winner of the 
coveted CWA Winery of the Year title. 

A complex series of calculations lies behind 
the score attached to each winery in the Perfor-
mance Report. In order to be considered, the 
winery must have submitted a minimum of six 
wines. We then use only the top five scoring 
wines from each eligible winery to calculate their 
overall performance. It all begins with a wine’s 
base score (out of 100 points) and that number 
builds by adding points for medals awarded dur-
ing the competition — be they bronze, silver or 
gold. Each medal’s worth is based on the num-
ber of wines in the competition and the ultimate 
number of gold-, silver- or bronze-medal scores 
awarded by the judges. Gold medals are scarce 
at the Canadian Wine Awards and, as such, win-
ning one leads to a substantial number of points. 
By taking the raw score and adding a weighted 
multiplier based on the medals won, we are able 
to calculate each winery’s performance score. 

The following report is a very useful list of 
the top-performing wineries in the competition 
based on their score. 

More importantly, and perhaps more useful, 
is the list of the five highest-scoring wines that 
each of the wineries entered into the competi-
tion. These are the wines to seek out as you 
roam the aisles of wine shops or when you next 
visit wine country. If you are unable to track 
down the vintage in question, it’s just as likely, at 
this level, that the next one will be as good — or 
better. (Anthony Gismondi)
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2 Tawse Winery 

Performance Score 5,402.63 

Submitted: 22 Gold: 2 Silver: 5 Bronze: 7

Tawse 2007 Wismer Vineyard Cabernet Franc 

Tawse 2008 Sketches of Niagara Riesling 

Tawse 2007 Van Bers Vineyard Cabernet Franc 

Tawse 2007 Quarry Road Chardonnay 

Tawse 2007 Pinot Noir 

4 Hillebrand Winery

Performance Score 5,165.93 

Submitted: 10 Gold: 2 Silver: 1 Bronze: 5

Hillebrand Winery 2007 Oliveira Vineyard Showcase Chardonnay 

Hillebrand Winery N/V Trius Brut 

Hillebrand Winery 2008 Artist Series Limited Edition Sauvignon Blanc

Hillebrand Winery 2008 Ghost Creek Vineyard Showcase Riesling 

Hillebrand Winery 2008 artist series limited edition pinot gris 

1 Sandhill Wines

Performance Score 5,429.77 

Submitted: 31 Gold: 2 Silver: 7 Bronze: 12

Sandhill 2008 Osprey Ridge Vineyard Small Lots Viognier 

Sandhill 2007 Phantom Creek Vineyard Small Lots Syrah 

Sandhill 2006 Sandhill Estate Vineyard Small Lots Two 

Sandhill 2006 Phantom Creek Vineyard Small Lots Petit Verdot 

Sandhill 2007 Sandhill Estate Vineyard Chardonnay 

3 Thirty Bench Wine Makers 

Performance Score 5,270.80 

Submitted: 10 Gold: 2 Silver: 2 Bronze: 4

Thirty Bench Wine Makers 2008 Steel Post Vineyard Small Lot Riesling 

Thirty Bench Wine Makers 2007 Small Lot Chardonnay 

Thirty Bench Wine Makers 2008 Triangle Vineyard Small Lot Riesling 

Thirty Bench Wine Makers 2007 Red 

Thirty Bench Wine Makers 2008 Thirty bench Vineyard Riesling 
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6 Road 13 Vineyards

Performance Score 3,623.39 

Submitted: 16 Gold: 1 Silver: 4 Bronze: 7

Road 13 2008 Viognier Roussanne Marsanne 

Road 13 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon 

Road 13 2008 Honest John’s White 

Road 13 2007 Jackpot Syrah 

Road 13 2007 Jackpot Pinot Noir 

8 Inniskillin Wines ontario 

Performance Score 3,598.64

Submitted: 18 Gold: 1 Silver: 4 Bronze: 5

Inniskillin Ontario 2007 Sparkling Vidal Icewine 

Inniskillin Ontario 2007 Reserve Series Cabernet Franc 

Inniskillin Ontario 2007 Cabernet Franc Icewine 

Inniskillin Ontario 2008 Winemaker’s Series Two Vineyards Riesling

Inniskillin Ontario 2008 Winemaker’s Series Barrel Aged Pinot Gris 

5 Thornhaven Estates Winery

Performance Score 4,775.34 

Submitted: 9 Gold: 2 Silver: 0 Bronze: 2

Thornhaven Estates 2008 Jackson Heights Pinot Gris 

Thornhaven Estates 2008 Gewürztraminer 

Thornhaven Estates 2007 Pinot Noir 

Thornhaven Estates 2008 Rosé 

Thornhaven Estates 2008 Sauvigon Blanc/Chardonnay 

7 Jackson-Triggs Okanagan Estate

Performance Score 3,616.43 

Submitted: 20 Gold: 1 Silver: 4 Bronze: 10

Jackson-Triggs Okanagan 2007 Proprietors’ Grand Reserve Riesling Icewine

Jackson-Triggs Okanagan 2008 Proprietors’ Grand Reserve Sauvignon Blanc

Jackson-Triggs Okanagan 2006 Proprietors’ Grand Reserve Shiraz 

Jackson-Triggs Okanagan 2006 SunRock Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

Jackson-Triggs Okanagan 2007 SunRock Vineyard Meritage 
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10 Fielding Estate Winery

Performance Score 3,538.70 

Submitted: 13 Gold: 1 Silver: 3 Bronze: 2

Fielding Estate 2007 Meritage 

Fielding Estate 2007 Merlot 

Fielding Estate 2007 Syrah 

Fielding Estate 2008 Pinot Gris 

Fielding Estate 2008 Fielding Vineyard Lot No. 17 Riesling 

12 Quails’ Gate Estate Winery

Performance Score 3,465.82 

Submitted: 21 Gold: 1 Silver: 2 Bronze: 8

Quails’ Gate 2007 Stewart Family Reserve Chardonnay 

Quails’ Gate 2006 Old Vines Foch Reserve 

Quails’ Gate 2008 Dry Riesling 

Quails’ Gate 2008 Chasselas Pinot Blanc Pinot Gris 

Quails’ Gate 2006 Old Vines Foch 

9 Burrowing Owl Estate Winery

Performance Score 3,592.85 

Submitted: 8 Gold: 1 Silver: 4 Bronze: 2

Burrowing Owl 2007 Cabernet Franc 

Burrowing Owl 2008 Pinot Gris 

Burrowing Owl 2007 Syrah 

Burrowing Owl 2006 Meritage 

Burrowing Owl 2007 Merlot 

11 Pentâge Winery

Performance Score 3,518.72 

Submitted: 12 Gold: 1 Silver: 3 Bronze: 4

Pentâge Winery 2008 Gewürztraminer 

Pentâge Winery 2008 Slow Vineyards Late Harvest 

Pentâge Winery 2008 Pinot Gris 

Pentâge Winery 2008 Chenin Blanc 

Pentâge Winery 2008 Chardonnay Musque 
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14 Mission Hill Family Estate Winery

Performance Score 3,444.56 

Submitted: 12 Gold: 1 Silver: 2 Bronze: 6

Mission Hill 2006 Compendium 

Mission Hill 2008 Five Vineyards Pinot Blanc 

Mission Hill 2007 Reserve Chardonnay 

Mission Hill 2008 Five Vineyards Pinot Grigio 

Mission Hill 2008 Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 

16 Church & State Wines

Performance Score 3,379.69 

Submitted: 9 Gold: 1 Silver: 1 Bronze: 5

Church & State 2007 Hollenbach Family Vineyard Pinot Noir 

Church & State 2007 Merlot 

Church & State 2005 Quintessential 

Church & State 2008 Pinot Gris 

Church & State 2007 Coyote Bowl Syrah 

13 See Ya Later Ranch

Performance Score 3,448.86 

Submitted: 12 Gold: 1 Silver: 2 Bronze: 6

See Ya Later Ranch 2007 Rover 

See Ya Later Ranch 2007 Pinot Noir 

See Ya Later Ranch 2008 Gewürztraminer 

See Ya Later Ranch 2007 Sémillon 

See Ya Later Ranch 2008 Pinot Gris 

15 Jackson-Triggs Niagara Estate

Performance Score 3,393.38 

Submitted: 14 Gold: 1 Silver: 1 Bronze: 5

Jackson-Triggs Niagara 2007 Proprietors’ Grand Reserve Cabernet Franc Icewine

Jackson-Triggs Niagara 2008 Proprietors’ Reserve Sauvignon Blanc

Jackson-Triggs Niagara 2007 Proprietors’ Grand Reserve Chardonnay

Jackson-Triggs Niagara 2007 Delaine Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc

Jackson-Triggs Niagara 2007 Delaine Vineyard Riesling Icewine
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18 Stag’s Hollow Winery  

Performance Score 3,129.38 

Submitted: 6 Gold: 1 Silver: 0 Bronze: 4

Stag’s Hollow 2008 Sauvignon Blanc/Sémillon 

Stag’s Hollow 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon 

Stag’s Hollow 2008 Syrah 

Stag’s Hollow 2006 Estate Merlot 

Stag’s Hollow 2006 Heritage Block 1 

20 Nk’Mip Cellars

Performance Score 1,810.06 

Submitted: 17 Gold: 0 Silver: 4 Bronze: 9

Nk’Mip Cellars 2006 Qwam Qwmt Cabernet Sauvignon 

Nk’Mip Cellars 2006 Qwam Qwmt Syrah 

Nk’Mip Cellars 2006 Qwam Qwmt Meritage 

Nk’Mip Cellars 2007 Pinot Noir 

Nk’Mip Cellars 2007 Qwam Qwmt Meritage 

17 Hidden Bench Vineyards and Winery 

Performance Score 3,283.89 

Submitted: 8 Gold: 1 Silver: 2 Bronze: 2

Hidden Bench 2007 Rosomel Vineyard Roman’s Block Riesling 

Hidden Bench 2008 Rosomel Vineyard Nuit Blanche 

Hidden Bench 2007 Felseck Vineyard Pinot Noir 

Hidden Bench 2007 Locust Lane Vineyard Syrah 

Hidden Bench 2007 Estate Pinot Noir 

19 Coyote’s Run Estate Winery

Performance Score 3,061.70 

Submitted: 10 Gold: 1 Silver: 1 Bronze: 2

Coyote’s Run 2007 Riesling Icewine 

Coyote’s Run 2007 Meritage 

Coyote’s Run 2007 Cabernet  

Coyote’s Run 2008 Black Paw Vineyard Chardonnay 

Coyote’s Run 2008 Pinot Gris Pinot Blanc  
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